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2. COLLABORATION AND NEUTRALITY IRRECONCILABLE
As long as they insisted on the strict keeping of the clauses of
the armistice the Vichy Government were unable to obtain from
the Nazi authorities the concessions that would have allowed
them to maintain the non-occupied zone.
If France's situation had appreciably changed since the signing
of the armistice, the same was the ,case with Germany. The
surprise of the German leaders at the resistance of England
had been no less than that of the Vichy dictators, and their point
of view had been modified by it.
The constant efforts of the French Government are directed to
obtaining from the German Government an easing of the armistice
conditions with regard to inter-zone communications. The not
less constant effort of the German Government attempts to obtain,
over and above the armistice terms, what it had neglected to
demand at the moment of signing, namely:
(1)  The direct or indirect use of the fleet and the naval and-
air bases of the French Empire.
(2)  The   delivery  of  certain   raw  materials   necessary  for
Germany's war manufactures.
(3)  The placing of French industry and French resources at
the disposal of the military effort of the Reich.
So long as the French Government means to hold to the terms
of the armistice, and remain neutral in the conflict, it is impossible
to assent to the claims of the Reich.
It grants the Axis from time to time a slight concession, which it
is careful not to make public, but in return obtains only similarly
small concessions incapable of really improving the position.
II. The Coming of the Decisive Hour
Thus in October 1940, after four months of his government,
Marshal P6tain had obtained no modification either of the blockade
Dr of the armistice convention. France was now on the edge of
famine, and distress was growing.
Winter was approaching, and it was clear that the invasion of
England could not take place before the spring. It was no longer
possible for France to remain in expectancy. She was obliged to
>ive up the idea of remaining neutral through the conflict, but she
:ould do one of two things: either resume her freedom in face of
he Reich, or, on the contrary, enter on the path of a more active
;ollaborationt